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Design brief - initial needs / problems with current site

NEEDS:

PROBLEMS:

TEAM:

Key areas of the site that NZRL were focussed on were: 

•	 Home Page
•	 Sponsorship
•	 News/Blog
•	 Community
•	 Grass Roots
•	 Interactive Maps (7 zones/districts)

NZRL had a few issues with their current site which were:

•	 Banners are unreadable, and not very interesting
•	 There were many small pages leading to nowhere
•	 The news section was very hard to update
•	 The whole backend of their website had to be manually updated for each area
•	 Not very mobile friendly
•	 Not enough interaction with the grass roots Kiwi community

The client team and Weka Online team was made up of:

•	 NZRL Communications and Marketing Manager
•	 NZRL Digital Content Manager
•	 NZRL Social Media Manager
•	 Weka Online Managing Director
•	 Weka Online Creative Director
•	 Weka Online Lead Designer - Myself
•	 Weka Online Lead Developer
•	 Weka Online Developer
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Current website - 2019
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Design solution ideas - initial ideas / thinking

FRONTEND:

BACKEND:

CULTURE:

The users coming to the site would value more: 

•	 Simplistic layout / easy to navigate
•	 work better on the mobile
•	 have better tagging of news articles so they appear on the right pages
•	 Each section looks more unique and have space to breathe
•	 More visually interactive with videos and interesting elements 

The users at NZRL needed more:

•	 Better systems for creating and adding news stories and tags
•	 Less pages to go through and update
•	 A simpler way to create new pages and add media
•	 More creative ways to display information
•	 Guides to help them learn how to do this

The culture of the website needs to be more:

•	 Representational of grass roots league
•	 Māori and Pacific Islanders involment in the game
•	 Male and Female involvment in the game
•	 Include the “More Than A Game” mentality
•	 Base the communication around the new “Kiwi Way” initiative
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Creative moodboard - new website ideas & sections

top stat line

Clean imagery with minimal text 

More visual countdown clocks

More graphic and easy to see player tiles

More iconic imagery, unique to NZRL inclusive of all ages and genders

Interactive user quiz and pol questions

More organised news and video areas
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Creative moodboard - site navigation and graphic elements

GRASSROOTS
Get Involved Get Involved
Get Involved Get Involved

New website layout - focus on grassroots & less is more

Dynamic sections on the website using logo elements and colours

Creating branded initiatives for communication and website

More unique imagery and graphic design

A unique website typeface and icons for areas of website
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Initial UX/UI sketches

Section and element sketches

Page layout options & initial ecommerce product page
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Wireframes - initial
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Wireframes - feedback

FEEDBACK: Feedback from staff and user testing was: 

•	 Keep the porportions of the images like tournaments
•	 Videos full width
•	 Wellbeing page to be more customised
•	 The Kiwi way page graphics to be full width
•	 Clickable interactive banners used more
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Design - media refinement

FEEDBACK: Further feedback from staff and user testing was: 

•	 Video needs to be taller
•	 Imagery to be updated to brand colours
•	 rollover and zoom effects on tiles
•	 Shop to be added with actual imagery
•	 Mobile view needed further refinement

XD LINK - Version 8

https://xd.adobe.com/view/e5d37e8f-c9d3-4dc3-ac8d-b7c145f24174-b080/?fullscreen
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Final design - live website

https://nzrl.co.nz/


© RICHIE RICH | OCTOBER 2021PAGE 12  |   NZRL WEBSITE - DESIGN PROCESS

Further testing - guides for staff

BACKEND: Feedback from staff was that guides would be helpful for: 

•	 Adding links to pages
•	 Adding new and editing menu items
•	 Adding news articles and tags
•	 Adding staff
•	 Changing images


